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f  all the ways to decorate a room, it’s no surprise  
that textile designer Kathryn Maresca Faull  
starts with a pattern. “I’ve always used my home 

to test out designs,” she says. “It’s hard to match a fabric 
to a color. It’s much easier to find a fabric that you love 
and then match a color to it.”

When Faull and her husband, Chase, purchased their 
1918 home in Riverside, Illinois, she knew she wanted 
a dark blue room to match a color she uses in many of 
her Maresca Textiles fabrics. “The living room was dark 
anyway, so I thought, Why not make it really moody?” she 
says. She later painted the ceiling to match a cornflower 

blue fabric she wanted to weave in. In the dining room, 
wallpaper was the jumping-off point. “I really love citron 
with dark blue,” Faull says. “I wanted that sharp contrast 
when you looked through from the living room.” Plus, the 
sunny color complemented the vintage wood furniture. 
She was less bold in the kitchen and bathrooms, opting 
for neutrals since tiles and cabinets are harder to change.

The couple have one young daughter, and as she  
grows, they may find that this house isn’t their forever 
home. But Faull says it was still worth all the hard work: 

“It was really important to me to just decorate the way  
I wanted to decorate.”

O

R O O M  W I T H  A  V I E W 
Faull intentionally chose 
to contrast the dark living 
room with the bright dining 
room. Likewise, she selected 
a complementary plum-
color Maresca Textiles fabric 
for a tablecloth that pops 
against the citron walls. An 
inexpensive paper globe 
light hangs overhead.

O L D  S O U L 
Almost all of the couple’s 
furniture was purchased 
secondhand or handed 
down from family, including 
the sideboard—one of  
the first pieces they bought 
together. Faull paired 
vintage dining chairs  
with a Room and Board  
dining table.

A D D I N G  M A C H I N E 
Kathryn Faull has little 
trouble finding spots to 
display new finds, like  
the majolica cabbage 
plates she creatively hung 
over a vintage painting. 

“I’d never feel like there 
were enough layers!”

I N T O  T H E  B L U E 
Faull’s textiles—which 
appear on the curtains, 

lampshades, pillows, and 
side chair—pop against 
a two-tone color drench 

of Benjamin Moore’s 
Buckland Blue on the 

ceiling and Gentleman’s 
Gray on the walls.

 WE’VE COLOR-
DRENCHED  

MOST OF THE 
ROOMS TO MAKE 
THEM FEEL MORE 

IMMERSIVE.  
K AT H R Y N  F A U L L



S T E P  B Y  S T E P 
Some day, the couple would like to fully renovate the 
kitchen. For now, they spruced up  the existing cabinetry, 
invested in new appliances, and relied on inexpensive 
paint, beadboard, and butcher block to give the space a 
new look on a budget. They even painted the existing tiles 
black with a special Rust-Oleum interior floor paint.

P A S T  P E R F E C T 
Faull intentionally left 

the home’s few remaining 
original window frames 
unpainted. Her parents 

bought this antique desk 
for her childhood bedroom 

and had it shipped to  
the couple when they 

bought their house. 

 I’M GLAD I  
DID SMALL THINGS 
TO CHANGE THE 
KITCHEN NOW, 
INSTEAD OF LIVING 
WITH SOMETHING  
I HATE. 
K AT H R Y N  F A U L L
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T H E  K I T C H E N  W A S  T H E  O N E  P L A C E  K A T H R Y N  F A U L L  D I D N ’ T  U S E  H E R  O W N  F A B R I C S .  S H E 

H A D  A N  E T S Y  M A K E R  C R E A T E  T H E  G A T H E R  S K I R T  F R O M  B A S I C  S T R I P E D  C O T T O N .
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C A B I N E T- M A K E R S 
The couple removed upper cabinets, 
painted lowers (Benjamin Moore Onyx), 
and installed new shelf brackets and 
lacquered brass pulls from House  
of Antique Hardware.
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F L I P  N O W 

F O R  B L U E  S K I E S , 
P A L M  T R E E S ,  

A N D  O U R  F A V O R I T E 
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