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Trade Secrets

Few buildings exemplify this 
powerful mix of past and present 
more than historic churches. 
It’s easy to lose your way along 
Florence’s winding streets, but I 
soon learned a trick. Each of the 
city’s neighborhoods is anchored 
by the unique, elaborate spires of 
a church—from the Cattedrale di 
Santa Maria del Fiore to the Basil-
ica di Santa Croce—landmarks that 
I quickly learned to navigate by. 
While many remain active reli-
gious sites, some, like the Museo 
Marino Marini (a museum housed 
in what was once the Basilica di 
San Pancrazio), have taken on 
new life in an economy driven by 
cultural heritage tourism. Step-
ping inside, I was struck by how 
the power of the sacred lived on 
through its architecture, through 
memory, even as the building 
served an entirely new purpose.

As I took in the beauty and 
diversity of these churches, the 
crisis of underinvestment in the 
US hit home. Costs of materials 
and labor are rising, and congrega-
tions are growing older and losing 
members over time, becoming too 
small to manage the needs of build-
ings that, in some cases, date back 
to the Revolutionary War. But 
opportunities for revitalization, 
and protection, are everywhere. 

For instance, Brown Chapel 
AME Church in Selma, Alabama, 
was at the heart of the civil rights 
movement. Built in 1908 by a 
formerly enslaved Black builder, 
A. J. Farley, it is a gorgeous building 

that, due to a lack of funds, was 
in danger of being lost despite 
how critical it was to our nation’s 
history. Today it’s undergoing a 
multimillion-dollar restoration 
supported by the National Trust 
and the National Park Service, 
which will preserve the site and 
lay the groundwork for a future 
cultural heritage tourism program 
that will provide jobs and sustain-
able income for the church. 

My time in Italy further a!rm ed 
that preservation work is not just 
about preservation for its own 
sake (although as a history lover, 
that’s valuable for me). Whether I 
was window-shopping on a wind-
ing stone street or connecting 
with nature, I was struck by how 
grounding these connections to 
the past can be—and how so many 
of us in rapidly redeveloping 
American cities could benefit 
from a similar sense of place. The 
public’s commitment to historic 
sites and the heritage they rep-
resent is foundational to how we 
experience a place and what it 
means to be part of a community 
with a shared history. 

It sounds clichéd, but there is so 
much value in our own backyards. 
I’ve personally seen how a single 
preservation project can revitalize 
an entire community. And now, as 
I’ve returned to the US and settled 
into my role leading preservation 
work at the national level, I look 
forward to inspiring others to 
open their eyes to the history 
around them and embrace what 
the past can teach us about our 
shared future. ✦ 
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HOW THE PROS PICK  HOW THE PROS PICK  
PAINT COLORS PAINT COLORS 

The best retreats live in harmony with their locations, which is 
architect Gil Schafer’s modus operandi. For instance, the living 

room he designed in a New Hampshire !shing cottage (p. 80) o"ers 
a re!ned decorating blueprint: earthy palettes that re#ect the 
landscape; nature-inspired patterns; art and antiques that lend  

a personal history; and local materials like salvaged stone. 

MASTERING AUTHENTIC MASTERING AUTHENTIC 
LAKE HOUSE STYLE LAKE HOUSE STYLE 

FROM LEFT: Gusto Canasta wingback chair, Casa Gusto. • Harwick  
Botanical and Sassafras fabrics, Maresca Textiles. • Glenn charcoal jug  

lamp, Cuvée Home. • Layered x Massproductions Cord rug, Layered.

COMING UP ROSES COMING UP ROSES 
Interior design: Kate Reid;  
marshallwatsoninteriors.com. 
Page 74 Fireplace paint color: Amazon 
Green by Benjamin Moore; benjaminmoore 
.com. Artwork: Ross Fraser McLean; 
rossfrasermclean.com. Page 75 Dining chairs: 
Blu Dot; bludot.com. Page 76 Curtain fabric: 
Colefax and Fowler; cowtan.com. Sofa fabric: 
Stroheim; fabricut.com. Rug: Beauvais; 
beauvaiscarpets.com. Page 77 (top left) Trim 
paint color: Jamestown Blue by Benjamin 
Moore. Page 77 (top right) Sink "xture: The 
Brass Center; thebrasscenter.com. Ceiling 
wallcovering: Élitis; elitis.fr. Painted #oor: 
Judy Mulligan Inc; judymulligan.net. Range: 
BlueStar; bluestarcooking.com. Tile: 
Balineum; balineum.co.uk. Page 77 (bottom 
left) Chandelier: John Salibello; johnsalibello 
.com. Dining table: Stair; stairgalleries 
.com. Dining chairs: Creel and Gow; creeland 
gow.com. Page 77 (bottom right) Desk chair: 
Anthropologie; anthropologie.com. Page 78 
(top) Curtain fabric and wallcovering: 
Schumacher; schumacher.com. Pendant: 
Visual Comfort & Co.; visualcomfort.com. 
Page 78 (bottom) Shade fabric: Lee Jofa; 
kravet.com. Rug: Annie Selke; annieselke 
.com. Crib: Nestig; nestig.com.

TWO IF BY BOAT TWO IF BY BOAT 
Interior design and architecture: Gil Schafer; 
schaferco.com. Landscape design: Miracle 
Farms; miraclefarmslandscaping.com.  
Page 82 (top left) Paint colors: Seapearl 
(walls) and Caldwell Green (#oor and 
shutters) by Benjamin Moore; benjamin 
moore.com. Co$ee table: Munder Skiles; 
munder-skiles.com. Page 82 (bottom left) 
Curtain fabric: Rose Tarlow; rosetarlow.com. 
Page 83 Cabinetry: Littleton Millwork; 
littletonmillwork.com. Sink: Rohl; 
houseofrohl.com. Wall light: Hector Finch; 
hector$nch.com. Pages 84–85 Rug: Mitchell 
Denburg Collection; mitchelldenburg.com. 
Chair fabric: ClassicCloth; wellstextiles.com. 
Sofa and lamp: Max Rollitt; maxrollitt.com. 
Chest: Plain Goods; plain-goods.com. Page 
85 (bottom right) Siding paint color: China 
White by Benjamin Moore. Page 86 (top) 
Curtain fabric: Guy Goodfellow Collection; 
guygoodfellowcollection.com. Headboard 
and bed skirt fabric: Décors Barbares; 
decorsbarbares.com. Bench: Michael Trapp, 
Inc.; michaeltrapp.com. Page 86 (bottom) 
Lampshade: Lucy Cope Ltd; lucycope.com. 
Page 87 Chairs: Howe; howelondon.com. 
Patterned cushion fabric: Claremont; 
claremontfurnishing.com. 

Designer Kate Reid (p. 74) 
wields color—and lots of it—to 
dial up the personality of her 

family’s 1,800-square-foot 
Manhattan apartment. To wit: 

She invigorated the petite 
kitchen with two-toned 

cabinetry in a juicy pairing of 
deep rose red and pretty 
plum. For our full expert 
guide to selecting paint 

colors, scan this code or visit 
veranda.com/designer- 

paint-guide. 

DESERT SUNSHINE DESERT SUNSHINE 
Interior design: Trina Turk; trinaturk.com. 
Landscape design: Logan Landscape; 
instagram.com/loganlandscapeinc. 
Contractor: Shields Residential; 
shieldsresidential.com. 
Page 89 Wallcovering: Phillip Je%ries; 
phillipje%ries.com. Consoles and dining 
table: DWR; dwr.com. Lamps and #ush 
mount: Visual Comfort & Co.; visualcomfort 
.com. Cake stands: Hudson Grace; 
hudsongracesf.com. Tray: Joanna Buchanan; 
joannabuchanan.com. Page 91 (top right) 
Backsplash tile: Fireclay Tile; $reclaytile 
.com. Range: Monogram; monogram.com. 
Countertops: Arizona Tile; arizonatile.com. 
Page 91 (middle left) Wallpaper: 
Schumacher; schumacher.com. Pendant and 
sconce: Visual Comfort & Co. Cushion 
fabric: Holly Hunt; hollyhunt.com. Page 91 
(bottom right) Wallcovering: Phillip Je%ries. 
Bed: DWR. Page 92 (top) Cushion fabric: 
Schumacher. Page 92 (bottom) Wallpaper 
and cushion fabric: Schumacher. Flush 
mount: Visual Comfort & Co. 

PALM BEACH JEWEL BOX PALM BEACH JEWEL BOX 
Interior design: Mary Coley Stevens, 
studio--mc.com, and Ginny Collett. 
Architecture: Bobby McAlpine; mcalpine 
house.com. Landscape architecture: Mario 
Nievera; nieverawilliams.com. Builder: 
Benitz Building LLC; benitzbuilding.com
Page 102 Exterior paint color: Seapearl by 
Benjamin Moore; benjaminmoore.com. Page 
103 Banquette: Tyler Ernsberger; instagram 
.com/t.ernsberger. Page 104 (bottom) 
Wallcovering: Penshaw Hill; penshawhill.com. 
Sofa pillow fabrics: Holland & Sherry, 
hollandandsherry.com; Nobilis, nobilis.fr/en. 
Chair cushion fabric: Rule of Three; ruleof 
threestudio.com. Co$ee table: Slate Interiors; 
shopslate interiors.com. Page 105  Sofa pillow 
fabric: Métaphores; metaphores.com/en. 
Co$ee table: Bradley USA; bradleyusa.com. 
Triptych: Landon Metz; landonmetz.com. 
Page 106 (top) Counter stool fabric: Lee 
Industries; leeindustries.com. Page 106 
(bottom) Pendants: Apparatus; apparatus 
studio.com. Page 107 (top left) Tables: 
Highland House; highlandhousefurniture.com. PH
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